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A large number of species of the genus Ischyropsalis are widely distributed 
in Europe, as many as 63 distinct species having been recorded from various 
localities (Roewer, 1950). No species had been known to exist in Eastern Asia, 
until Sato and Suzuki, in 1939, first described a very interesting species, 
Ischyropsalis abei, found on the Japanese main island. A second member 
of Eastern Asia has recently been found in Hokkaido by the present author. As 
will be described later, the present specimen exhibits various structural character- 
istics in tibial and tarsal segments of the palps. It seems interesting to note 
that such remarkable species are distributed in very widely separated localities. 


Order Opiliones 
Suborder Palpatores 
Tribe Dyspnoi 
Family Ischyropsalidae 


Ischyropsalis yezoensis n. sp. 


Male. Body small, somewhat rectangular, lightly constricted between the first 
and second abdominal tergites. Fore margin of cephalothorax laterally arched, 
hind margin of abdomen gently rounded. Very small odoriferous gland opens 
on the lateral margin of cephalothorax, above the first coxa. Carapace smooth, 

‘ without any armaments. Ocular tubercle lies slightly forward from the center 
of carapace, low, wider than its length, without armaments, at dorso-anterior 
surface with only a few microscopic hairs. Each of the first and the second 
thorax segments is divided by both anterior and posterior transverse furrows; 
the first segment provided with a few microscopic tubercles. The first five ter- 
gites of opisthosoma are slightly fused to each other, forming not very strongly 
chitinized scutum, transverse lines between each segments always traceable; the 
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sixth to eighth tergites free, the last two (seventh and eighth) segments turned 
under. All the tergal segments with microscopic tubercles or hairs, but so small 
as to be scarcely discernible. The first coxa is furnished with spine-bearing 
i tubercles, the second to fourth coxae 
and genital operculum smooth with 
S a hair only; sternites smooth. 
Chelicerae. Greatly developed, 
longer than body. The base of the 
proximal segment concavely depressed, 
no particular appendix, distally a little 
widened. The segment is armed. 
throughout with numerous setigerous 
pointed tubercles or denticles more or 
less in rows, the denticles nearly alike 
in size, a single tubercle present at 
the distal end of the mesal surface, 
stronger than others. The distal seg- 
ment likewise is armed with numerous 
spine-bearing tubercles except in the 
lower part; two tubercles on the mesal 
line are larger than others, on the dis- 
tal half the number decreases and the 
tubercles vestigial. As in the other 
species, the inner surfaces of the che- 
lae are divided into three regions, the 
basal curvature smooth, unarmed, the 
middle curvature provided with many 
fine spines arranged very densely, close 
to each other, the distal curvature 
basally with teeth, apically smooth. 
Palps. Thin, very elongated, 
about 2.5 times as long as the body. 
Femur and patella simply elongated, 
but tibia and tarsus, of very charac- 
Fig. 1. JIschyropsalis yezoensis n. sp. teristic forms. Tibia joins patella by 
Dorsal surface body of male, 14x. a short stalk, slightly swollen basally, 
becomes thin to the distal end, distal 
half slightly curved to the ventral side, and the segment is more or less of spin- 
dle shape. Tarsus shows a similar form, being a long spindle in appearance. The 
length of palpal segments is in the following order: femur>patella>tibia>tarsus. 
Coxa below, with denticles, has, especially distally, setigerous-pointed tubercles; 
trochanter below, a few spine-bearing denticles; femur ventrally a single spine- 
bearing basal tubercle, femur and patella are covered with short hairs; tibia and 
tarsus densely clothed with hairs. 
Legs. 1-4 trochanters laterally with a few short hairs, femora with false 
articulations, their numbers are as follows: 
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Right femur 13:11 9: U1 4:1V 6 
Left femur I 34+1?:]1 8: J 3:1V 5 
(? indicates indistinct one.) 
Femur provided with short spine-like hairs, the remaining joints being similarly 
armed. 


Penis. Elongated, rather flat dorso-ventrally. Corpus penis 1.9mm _ long, 
its base 0.15mm wide, from base gradually reduces width, at distal fourth the 
width increases again, 0.10mm wide, and 0.05mm wide at distal end. Glans 
penis 0.15 mm long, basal half swollen, distal half thin, distal tube of glans very 
short; glans is provided with two membranous lateral envelops, strongly chitin- 
ized, arising along the top margin of corpus penis, terminating with elongated 
apices. The envelops with fine but distinct spines on the surface. 

Color. Body dorsally dark 
brown with yellowish brown W 
markings. Carapace dark 
brown, laterally with rather 
light yellowish large spots. In 
front of the ocular tubercle, 
and between its base and the 
first thorax segment is a similar 
yellowish patch. Lateral lines 
along the lateral margins of 
carapace is yellowish brown. 
Ocular tubercle, except for light 
brown frontal surface and me- 
dian area, largely dark brown. 

Both thorax segments are me- 
dially and laterally dark brown, 
the remainders, in particular 1 5 6 2 
their soft integuments yellow- 


Figs. 2-6. Ischyropsalis yezoensis n. sp. 
ish brown. The first five ab- 2. oe of ae ae 33x; 3. ee view 
dominal tergites largely dark of male palp, 14x; 4-5. Penes, 4. ventral, 5. lat- 
brown, the first two tergites eral views, 40x; 6. Glans penis, 93x. 
medially with a large yellowish 
markings; near the lateral margins of each tergal segment there are similar 
colored spots. The hind margins of 6-8 free segments dark brown, their less 
strongly chitinized integuments yellowish brown. The coxae are yellowish brown 
in ground color with many brownish points, but the first coxa largely, the remain- 
ders only distally darker. The sternites yellowish brown, laterally dark brown. 
The chelicerae are deep black with metallic lustre. The palps, except for 
tibia and tarsus, dark brown to black, only base of femur lighter; tibia and tarsus 
yellowish to light brown, base of tibia dark brown. 1-4 trochanters dorsally light 
brown, below dark brown, all the remaining segments dark brown, but bases and 
false articulations of 1-4 femora lighter. 
Measurements. Body 2.74mm long, cephalothorax 1.73mm wide, abdomen 
1.61 mm wide. 
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Chelicerae: Proximal segment 1.94 mm long, 0.37 mm wide (at distal portion); 
distal segment 2.97 L, 0.54 W (at widest portion). 

Palps: Trochanter 0.32mm long, 0.19mm wide; femur 2.56 L, 0.10 W; 
patella 1.94 L, 0.10 W; tibia 1.03 L, 0.18 W; tarsus 0.92 L, 0.10 W. Total length 
6.77 mm. 

Length of legs (in mm): Femur I 3.81: II 5.60: II 4.05: IV 5.72. Total 
length I 14.4: II 22.2: III 14.6: IV 20.1. 

Type. Holotype male, Shimizugasawa in the Akan National Park, Hokkaido, 
3. Sept., 1957, collected by S. Suzuki under the roots of ferns. 

The specimen is deposited at the Zoological Laboratory, Hiroshima Univer- 
sity. 

Remarks. Because of the presence of structural characteristics of a distinct 
nature in palpal tibia and tarsus the present species is clearly separable from all 
other members of the genus Ischyropsalis. 
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